
Journal International des Sciences de la Vigne et du Vin, 1994,28, W2, 173-179 

ANAL YTIC CHARACTERISTICS OF RED WINE 
FROM THE CANARY ISLANDS (SPAIN) 

Marta POMAR GARCIA, L.A. GONZALEZ MENDOZA and F. DIAZ RODRIGUEZ 

Departamento de Ingenieria Quimica y Tecnologia Farmaceutica. 

Universidad de La Laguna, 38200 La Laguna (Tenerife), Spain 

INTRODUCTION 

The Tacoronte-Acentejo region is on the northem slope ofthe island ofTenerife and has 

a basically Mediterranean climate, tempered by the mild, damp trade winds. The soil is vol­

canic, very rich in minerais and highly fertile. 

The main varieties are Listan Negro, which en riches the primary bouquet of the wine, 

Negramoll which produces dry, smooth, rounded wines and Listan Blanco which goes weil 

with the others. To a lesser extent other varieties such as Malvasia, Guai, Tintillo and the 

socalled Forasteras (foreign) are also cultivated. 

Vineyards are found at altitudes ranging from 200 to 800 m above sea-Ievel. The wine 

is cultivated almost entirely on unirrigated land, on terraced land, or on slightly sloping hill­

sides which have been sketchily levelled. 

Wine production is basically unscientific although studies have been conducted on the 

isolation, relative abundance and fermentation capacity of natural flora in the local musts 

(DEBLAS et al., 1981). Most wineries prefer a spontaneous fermentation due to natural yeasts 

(of which more than 13 species have been indentified). Varietal confusion and altitude indu­

ced climatic diversity explain the analytic and organoleptic differences in the wine produ­

ced. Red wines have the best reputation and belong in their entirety to the class of young 

reds. 

The wine was produced in small wineries and co-operatives where the owner or partners . 

are also the wine-growers. A long tradition of wine consumption means that quality is the only 

factor in determining the selection of the raw material and manufacturing process and accounts 

for the need for typification of the wines with this appellation of origin. 

- 173-
















